5 November 2021

No. 08

Dear Parents / Carers,
We are keen to get our after-school clubs up and running again in a COVID secure
way and ensure that children are having an appropriately enriched after-school
provision. As you can appreciate, we have avoided this so not to impact pupil attendance
through sickness any more than has been absolutely necessary. However, we are keen to
resume as much of a normal school life as possible whilst living with measures. Therefore, we
are going to begin a Multi-sports after-school club. This will be offered to 1 year group at a
time. It will run for 2 after-school sessions per week, so that both classes within a year group
can have a separate allocated day.
This club will be offered to Year 2 first and begin next week. A separate letter will be sent on
Monday for Year 2 children to sign up. There will be 15 places available per class on the
understanding that we know not all children will want to participate. In normal circumstances
we charge £2.10 for clubs. However, as children have missed out for so long and we want to
maximise participation, these clubs will be offered for free. This will be rolled out to other
classes throughout the rest of this academic year.
We also wanted to inform you that the school are going to be raising the
profile of the environment in school. Given the escalating environmental
crisis, it is felt that we are doing our school, children, community and
planet and disservice by not promoting the right education to address this
serious issue. Furthermore, it is no longer acceptable to ignore the
negative impact schools have on environment. Schools generate a great
deal of waste, and given the urgency of the environmental crisis, it is no
longer sustainable for business to continue as usual. Change is needed.
We will be approaching classes next week for children to apply to become their classes
Environmental Leader. We will be asked children to write a short paragraph in class about
why they feel they should be nominated as their classes Environmental Leader. They will be
selected based on their passion for making a difference to our planet and the
environment. Elected Environmental Leaders will work with a group of our staff who have put
themselves forward to join our 'Green Working Party'. Together they will create our
Sustainability Action Plan and work towards raising the profile of environmental issues in
school, locally and wider. They will also decide on key initiatives, measure our school
progress and report back to the governors, parents, and their peers on the progress our
school has made. To ensure that this work is given an appropriate focus and maintained, an
environmental sustainability target has been added to our main School Improvement Plan and
will be considered for approval our next school governor meeting.
Many thanks to all the parents who booked a virtual meeting or telephone call this week for
Parents Evening. Where there were any technical issues, and
teachers couldn't reach parents by phone, teachers will be trying
to call again. However, if you missed an appointment and would
like to speak with your child's class teacher, please let us know.
Wishing you all a lovely, safe bonfire weekend.
Mrs Ellison
Headteacher

Achievements this Week
Holly – Medeea
For her super firework writing! Medeea had a great try
at writing the colours she could see in the firework
picture and some sounds that fireworks make too. She
was able to hear and write the initial sound in words
and some other dominant sounds she could hear too.
Well done!
Ivy – Thomas
I am so proud of Thomas. Thomas' confidence has
grown so much over the last few weeks, and it has
been so lovely to see. He has been confident when
talking to adults and answering the register. Well Done
Thomas keep it up!
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MY CHILD’S ART
Don’t forget to order your
Christmas cards or other
illustrated gifts from ‘My
Child’s Art’. These will
only be available until the
end of December 2021.
Bring in your coats!
As the weather is now turning very
cold, please make sure your child
comes to school with a coat and
gloves as they will still play outside if it
isn’t raining.

Hazel – Julia
Julia has really grown in confidence since starting Year
1. She has a great attitude towards her learning and is
always listening and trying hard to challenge herself.
Well done Julia, keep up the super work!
Hawthorn – Hayden
Hayden has worked so hard this week learning about
Guy Fawkes, he can tell you all the facts and has been
trying hard with his writing. Well done Hayden!
Pine – The Whole Class
Wow! What fantastic behaviour on our trip this week.
You were so well behaved and you were a real credit
to the school. Well done!
Cedar – Kaiyan
For being a model pupil and a great friend to all. Your
work is simply superb and you should be so, so proud
of everything you achieve in your learning every day.
Maple – Lola
Well done Lola for showing great enthusiasm and effort with your work this week! Keep it up!
Sycamore – Kyle
I am so proud of Kyle and his efforts to improve his
handwriting and presentation. He is also challenging
himself with harder reading books! Amazing effort
Kyle!
Juniper – Evan
Evan what an excellent start to the half term. You have
come back with a positive attitude to learning especially in areas you find tricky. Keep up the good work
Evan!
Ash – Joseph
For a fabulous first week back after half term. Joey has
been bright and engaged in the classroom and working hard with his new POD.
Elm – Laksh
For pushing class discussions forward by always putting his hand up ready to offer an answer or his point
of view.
Oak – Ryan
Well done on a fabulous first week back! You have
worked so hard and we are really proud of you!

Friday 12th November 2021
This event has fallen in our Safety and Well-being Month,
so is an ideal charity occasion for us to take part in this
year.
In the classroom on Friday 12th November children will
learn more about this charity and what it represents, and
they will undertake some learning activities based on this.
We would also like to mark this event with a non-uniform day. We encourage children to come to school
in something bright and colourful, spotty or yellow in the theme of Children in Need.
We will also like children to participate in a Child in Need colouring competition. Entry forms will be sent
out today for children to neatly colour at home. We ask all children taking part to return their entries to
their class teacher on Friday 12th November. A winner will be selected from each class and
a prize will be up for grabs!
To support this charity event we will be requesting a 50p donation and this will be set up on
Parent Pay. You can, of course, pay more than 50p if you would like. Please do not send
cash into school.

Clothing Collection
with Rags 2 Riches 4 Schools
Do you have clothes in your wardrobe that you no longer
wear?
Please help us fundraise by donating your good quality
unwanted, re-useable (clean, dry and wearable) clothes
and accessories.

Your donations become affordable clothing in other countries so STOP and THINK - is
it something you’d wear or pass to a friend?
There’s no better feeling than knowing you raised funds, helped the economy, the
environment, and somebody on the other side of the world – and all by donating some
clothes.
Please bring your donations to school not later than
Monday 15th November 2021

Monday 15th November 2021

‘Marble Keepy Uppy’ Competition
Can you be a winner?
Class
Pine
Cedar
Maple
Sycamore
Juniper
Ash
Elm
Oak
TOTAL

TOTAL
80,506
54,953
116,661
147,122
18,365
1,374,428
2,199,706
4,214,373
8,206,114

Words read
33,538
12,434
46,222
43,028
3,102
390,005
497,624
751,417
1,777,370

So, word count winners this week are …

OAK
What a total !!
We have classes that have achieved or
increased their Millionaire status. Well done
to ASH for achieving their 1st Million, ELM for
reaching their 2nd Million and OAK for
achieving their 4th Million. Great
achievements for all! Certificates will be sent
shortly.
We also have Ebony who has achieved her
personal Millionaire status - Well done!
Keep reading! Mrs Norris

Class

Allocated PE day

Holly / Ivy

Thursday

Hazel / Hawthorn

Wednesday

Pine / Cedar

Tuesday &
Wednesday
Maple - Monday
Sycamore - Friday

Maple / Sycamore
Juniper

Monday & Friday

Ash / Elm

Ash - Monday
Elm - Thursday

Oak

Friday

All Whitnash Primary children are invited to
take part in this STEM Science
Competition. You can work alone or in a
team to build a marble run which keeps a
marble moving for as long as possible
along a home built track. The device must
keep a solid glass marble in continuous
motion for as long as possible before
reaching the floor.
Entries will be judged on:
Length of time that the rolling
marble takes to reach the ground.
 The creativity, originality and
inventiveness of the design.


Design and make your marble run, then film
it in action. Sadly, we can’t allow all the
marble runs into school for judging, so we
would very much like to see videos of your
marble run, filmed at home, but ensuring
we can clearly time the run.
Please send your entries to
sciencewpr@welearn365.com so that they
can be judged.

Closing date is Friday 12th November.
Winners will be announced, and prizes
awarded the following week.
A letter with ideas and support has been
sent out, if you require further information
please contact us on
sciencewpr@welearn365.com
Good luck all you super scientists!

There was an impromptu ‘Viking Dig’ in Y5 Ash Class.
After reading Archaeologist's notes on a Viking burial site
found in the UK, the children wanted to make the artefacts
that had been listed. They then wanted to take on the role of
the archaeologists and of the skeleton remains. Mrs Ford had
to abandon the planned lessons and let the children take
charge! By the end of the day Children had marked out the
Viking boat that was buried. This contained 'remains' of men,
women, children and animals along with daily objects needed for
the afterlife.

Mrs Ford observed the children developing communication skills
and teamwork and planning and composition skills as they created
their museum exhibit. The children also researched each artefact
and discussed why it was needed for the afterlife. A day of drama
and research led to a whole lot of learning.
Ask your child about the Viking rituals
and beliefs!

All about the poppy
The red poppy is a symbol of Remembrance and of
hope, including hope for a positive future and a
peaceful world.

What is Remembrance?
Poppy Appeal
Poppies are on sale from the
school office.

Remembrance honours the service and sacrifice of our
Armed Forces, veterans and their families. They
protect our way of life.

Bonfire Night Safety

School Admissions
Important Closing Dates

The majority of accidents happen at private
parties. Organised displays will be safer than
having a party of your own. If you do hold your
own party, make sure you follow the firework
code, shown below.

Senior School
The deadline for Year 6 2022 secondary school
applications is 31st October 2021.
If you do not get your applications by the
deadline you will be less likely to be offered one
of your preferred schools.
Families will need to submit their application
through their home authority (who they pay their
council tax to).

Reception 2022
Closing date for applications
15 January 2022
National Offer Day
19 April 2022















Deadline for accepting offer
3 May 2022

Don’t let off fireworks after 11pm

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions




Laughing is natural for us, even as babies.
Everyone has people, memories, or even
films that make them laugh. Laughing can
actually improve our memory, sleep and
stress levels. When was the last time you
had a really good laugh?
Try one, or both, of the below activities
throughout this week.
Find someone who you find funny and
prepare to get silly. Together find out who
can pull the silliest face, do the silliest dance
or put on the silliest voice.
Do you have a favourite video, photo,
movie that never fails to make you laugh?
Share it with a friend and see if their share
makes you laugh

Firework Code
Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114
Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks
Keep fireworks in a closed box
Follow the instructions on each firework
Light them at arm’s length, using a taper
Stand well back
Never go near a firework that has been lit
Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode
Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw
them
Always supervise children around fireworks
Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves
Never give sparklers to a child under five
Keep pets indoors









Bonfire Safety Tips
If you have a bonfire, follow these simple
guidelines:
Warn your neighbours beforehand - so they
are aware and can make necessary
preparations
Only burn dry material, do not burn anything
which is wet or damp, this causes more smoke
Check there are no cables (telephone wires
etc) above the bonfire
Build the bonfire away from sheds, fences and
trees
Don’t use petrol or paraffin to start the fire it
can get out of control quickly
Once the bonfire is lit, make sure you:
Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose
nearby - in case of emergencies
Don’t leave the bonfire unattended
Keep children and pets away from the bonfire
Don’t throw any fireworks into the fire
Don't burn aerosols, tyres, canisters or
anything containing foam or paint - this could
produce toxic fumes and some containers may
explode, causing injury
Once the bonfire has died down, spray
the embers with water to stop it reigniting.

Don't let your child miss out on
school milk after their 5th
birthday
This is what is the classes will be cooking for the
remainder of the year. I hope you have all being
enjoying your children’s cooking so far!

08/11/21

Cheesy Bonfire
Bead

Hazel

15/11/21

Choc Pear Pudding Sycamore

22/11/21
29/11/21
06/12/21

Pizza
Peach Cobbler
Moroccan Salad

13/12/21

Hawthorn
Hazel
Juniper
Reward
Christmas Pudding
TBA

Thank you to everyone who has activated their
Parent Pay account.
Parent Pay is not only a system for paying
in money, it is also our main source for
communication with parents and carers and
we would not want you to miss important
information
If you have not already done so can you please
activate your Parent Pay account. You won’t
need to register a payment card and no bank
details are requested. This is only asked for
when you make a payment. However, you can
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint
Logo.
For your nearest PayPoint store go to:
https://consumer.paypoint.com/
Parent Pay activation details have been sent
out to those who have not done this yet.
New Reception
Now your child has started school they have
been added to the system and you will have
received activation details. We ask that you
activate your account as soon as possible.
Thank you for your co-operation.

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of
free milk finishes. However, if you would like to
pay for your child to receive milk we have made
arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at a
subsidised cost.
What you need to do:
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as
possible and select "Register your
child for milk here", then follow the onscreen instructions to register and
pay.
If your child is registered for Free School Meals
(i.e. NOT the Universal Free School Meals) the
school can continue to supply your child with free
milk. Please let the office know if you wish this to
continue.
Should you have any queries regarding your
child's registration or milk supply in general,
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk directly
at customerservices@coolmilk.com.

Holidays 2021/22

25.10.21 - 29.10.21

Half Term

20.12.21 - 01.01.22

Christmas Holiday

21.02.22 - 25.02.22

Half Term

11.04.22 - 22.04.22

Easter Holiday

02.05.22

May Day

30.05.22 - 03.06.22

Half Term

21.07.22

Summer Holidays
INSET DAYS

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Friday 3rd September 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 28th February 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022

We are collecting Grow
Tokens from Morrisons.
How you can help:
1. Download the
MyMorrisons app.
2. Sign in or register and select
Whitnash Primary School.
3. Scan the app at checkout or use
online when shopping.
4. For every £10 spent you will
receive a Grow Token to donate
to our school.
We can then exchange the
tokens for gardening equipment
after the collection period.

What’s on …

Please note that these dates are subject to change

November 2021
11

Thursday

Day

Armistice Day

12

Friday

Day

Children In Need
Non-Uniform Yellow/Spotty/Bright

14

Sunday

Day

Remembrance Day

15-19

Week

Week

Anti-Bullying Week

15

Monday

Day

Rags to Riches Collection

22-26

Week

Week

Road Safety Week

23

Tuesday

Tba

KS2 SATS Parents Evening

24

Wednesday

9.15-9.45/9.45-10.15

Holly and Ivy Road Safety Sessions

December 2021
3

Friday

Day

Non-Uniform/Christmas Jumper - Donations to
Christmas Raffle

7

Tuesday

Day

Flu Vaccinations

10

Friday

10am-2pm

Visit from the Reindeer

10

Friday

PM

Christmas Fayre

15

Wednesday

12pm

Christmas Lunch

17

Friday

3.15pm

Break up for Christmas





Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day.
Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches.
Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil.

To find out if you are eligible go to:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
For menu information go to: www.educaterers.co.uk

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Organic Pork
Meatballs

Sausage &
Bacon
Omelette

Roast Beef

Chicken Pie

Breaded Fish
Fillet & Chips

(v) Vegetable
Sausages

(v) Quorn
Korma (very
mild)

(v) Veggie
Bolognaise &
Noodles

(v) Veggie
Fingers

(v) Quorn
Nuggets

(v) Jacket
Potato with
Cheese

(v) Jacket
Potato with
Cheese

(v) Jacket
Potato with
Cheese

(v) Jacket
Potato with
Cheese

Flapjack

Homemade
Sponge

Homemade
Fruit Crumble
Ice Cream

Up Beet
Chocolate
Cake

Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v)

(v) Jacket
Potato with
Cheese
Dinky
Doughnuts

