
No.  23 11 March 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, to promote STEM - 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths children will 

have a chance to take part in a range of linked, focused 
learning opportunities over the month of March.  STEM month will also 
include an environmental element, as we feel this should be a priority. The topic for the 

whole month, in line with the national Science Week theme is 'Growth'.   
 

On Monday 21st March, Miss Simmons, our Maths Leader, has 
arranged an exciting Puzzle Problem session with Campion School for Year 

5 children. This will be followed by a whole-school Maths Day on 
Wednesday 23rd March.  Year 4 will also be working with Spaghetti Maths 

on 23rd March to do some fun Maths learning and problem-
solving.  Spaghetti Maths have worked with our school in the past and will be offering a Maths Club for 

some of our children too.   During the week beginning, 21st March the senior leadership team will also 
be taking the opportunity to observe Maths lessons across the school, talk to children about their Maths 

and look at children's books.  
 

Science Week (28th March to 1st April) will also be packed with activities 
being arranged by Mrs Roger, our Science Leader, and Miss Russell, our 

Outdoor Learning Lead.  This will include extra science activities in the 
classrooms linked to 'Growth' and developing our school garden, an afternoon 

of practical science experiments for all children run by our Science 
Ambassadors and the final of our Science Fair competition where winning projects will be shared.  We will 

also be launching a competition to plan our school garden.  
 

We are also excited to announce that as part of our STEM month we will be 
running our annual Science Fair once again this year. This optional home learning 
project is an opportunity for all our super scientists and engineers to shine as they 
choose an area of science or engineering, they would like to investigate, and then 

present what they have found out. We know that this has in the past provided 
families with a great opportunity to work together to produce something amazing.  
There is no suggested theme so choose something that inspires and interests you 

and find out more about it.  It is a good idea to conduct an experiment, or design and create a product and 
share what you find. Projects must be submitted to school by the end of our STEM month, by 9am on 

Thursday 31st March 2022 to this email address:  sciencewpr@welearn365.com. Mrs Roger has sent 
out a letter about this exciting opportunity, which has proven very popular in recent years. We are looking 

forward to children's participation and to see the wonderful ideas and experiments they come up with. 
 

Next week our wonderful Year 6 children will be off on their much anticipated 
residential trip to Wales. Mr Collins, Miss Lewandowski, Mrs Roger and Mr 

Hitchins have kindly volunteered their time to support children on the residential 
this year. Year 6 will be visiting the Arete Centre in Wales. This is the first time 
our school have used this centre and this new venue has been found following 
the unfortunate closure of Marle Hall.  Mr Hitchins has visited the centre to fully 

risk assess the provision, and we are hopeful that a future booking for our 
current Year 5 children will be made for next year to allow our residential trips to 
continue.  The children will be taking part in lots of amazing activities, ranging from going down a real slate 

mine to gorge walking.  I will be joining the children later in the week to join the fun! 
 

Continued ... 



SATs Meeting – Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
 

There will be a SATs meetings on  
Tuesday 22nd March from 4:30pm – 5:15pm.  

 
We are hoping this meeting can be held face-to-face in our school hall.   

 
This session will provide information about:  

 
 How your child’s attainment and progress will be measured using assessment without levels. 
 The organisation and rationale of the new Key Stage Two examinations. 
 How to explore learning resources and ways to help your child in the final weeks before SATs. 

 
There will also be an opportunity for parents to ask further questions. These sessions are compulsory 

for all Year 6 parents/carers and children, and we would particularly urge those who can not make 
parents evening to ensure that they attend.  

Headteacher’s message continued ... 

 
We urge all parents of children attending to continue to liaise closely with Mr Hitchins and ensure you 
provide the evidence of 2 negative LFTs as requested to ensure everyone's safety. Covid measures 

have not been relaxed to the same extent in Wales, as they have been here so we will be ensuring we 
follow the Welsh guidance whilst away. Mr Hitchins is keen to ensure the children are all 
safety settled on the coach and ready to set out by 9:15am sharp. Therefore we ask all 

Year 6 children to ensure that they in school and ready go on time.  
 

Next week our Year 5 children will be have a Road Safety session from the Warwickshire 
Road Safety Team. We thank Miss Brown, our PSHE Lead, for organising this visit.  

 
We have also arranged a special assembly for Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 for Thursday 17th March with Change Makers. Change Makers 
are Warwickshire supported organisation aimed at educating children about 
healthy lifestyle choices, nutrition and physical activity. They are holding this 

assembly as they will be holding a free, local, nine week family lifestyle 
programme for children and their parents to take part in. This programme has 

been really popular in the past, and it is a great opportunity for parents to 
come into school to do something fun with their children after school. A letter will be sent to all 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 parents next week to encourage families to sign-up to take part.  

 
Finally, on Friday 25th March all classes will be joining in with a virtual 

author reading of the story 'Somebody Crunched Colin' which highlights 
environmental issues and the importance of picking up litter. This will launch the 
'The great Big School Clean up' where all classes will be taking part in some litter 
picking which will contribute to our pledge as a school towards the keep Britain 

tidy movement.  This will be part of their outdoor learning time.  They will also be 
taking part in some online lessons highlighting key environmental issues affecting 

our world.  
 

We thank all parents who have donated to our appeal for the Ukraine. 
We are pleased that so far we have collected £1,840.00 for this 

humanitarian crisis. The funds we have collected will support people in 
need right now. The link is on the home page of our website: 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/ 
Please keep giving!   

 
Wishing you a safe weekend.  

 
Mrs Ellison, Headteacher 

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/


We  are excited to announce that as part of our STEM (STEM = 
Science Technology Engineering & Maths) month we will be 

running our annual Science Fair once again this year. This optional 
home learning project is an opportunity for all our super scientists and 

engineers to shine as they choose an area of science or engineering, they would like to 
investigate,  and then present what they have found out. We know that has in the past 

provided families with a great opportunity to work together to produce something 
amazing.   

 
 Choose a science or engineering project. 
 Present your results as a 4 page PowerPoint or a 4 minute video. 
 Work alone, with siblings or as a family. 
 Submit entries to sciencewpr@welearn365.com by 9am Thursday 31st March 

2022 
 Everyone who presents their work will receive a celebratory certificate of 

excellence.  
 Winners will represent the school at a collaborative local school event in the 

summer term.  
 

We hope that this exciting opportunity will inspire lots of families to enjoy investigating 
and have lots of science and engineering fun together.  

 
To help you with ideas, there are lots of websites full of fun ideas such as:   

 www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml  
https://gb.education.com/science-fair/   
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/  

https://inventorsproject.co.uk/animations/  

  
If you have any questions or would like any more ideas, please get in touch via the 

Science email address sciencewpr@welearn365.com   

mailto:sciencewpr@welearn365.com
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml
https://gb.education.com/science-fair/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
mailto:sciencewpr@welearn365.com


The children made Provencal Tart, a French dish made from 
shortcrust pastry, Mediterranean vegetables, herbs du 

Provence and topped off with cheese.  

Whitnash Primary School are excited to be taking part in the GoReadathon!   
 

The GoReadathon is a competition that runs across all GoRead schools. All we are asking 
you to do is log as much reading as you can. You can log reading from books, newspapers, 
comics, magazines, websites - just as long as they are reading! It is a national competition 

that is running from now until 31st March and there is the opportunity to win prizes for 
yourselves and the school.  

 
First prize £250 book voucher for school  

Second Prize £100 book voucher for school  
Third prize £50 book voucher for school   

5 x £20 vouchers for top children/parents logging reading.  
 

You can keep track of the top 30 schools each week on the 
GoRead website, using this link: 

  go-read.co.uk/goreadathon/ 
 

Let’s see if we can get Whitnash on the Leader board!  

https://go-read.co.uk/goreadathon/


So, word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH   
 

A fantastic total!   
Certificates on their way to ASH - 5 Million 

and to ELM this week too - 10 Million - 
Super!  

Also, a certificate for Amelie for achieving 
her 2 Million words- Fabulous! 

 
This week, we also welcome Hawthorn and 

Hazel to the word count grid.   
 

Great work everyone! Keep up all the 
amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 1,318  1,318  

Hawthorn 0 0 

Pine 445,377  52,554 

Cedar 325,899  9,005  

Maple 474,646  34,317  

Sycamore 720,733  78,184  

Juniper 715,397 160,045  

Ash 5,185,610  483,125  

Elm 10,294,442 434,702 

Oak 8,672,336 300,663 

TOTAL 26,834,440 1,552,595 

 
 
 

This is what is the classes will be cooking 
this term.  I hope you have all being enjoying 

your children’s cooking! 

Date Recipe Class 

14.03.22 Double Chocolate 
Muffins 

Juniper 

21.03.22 Halloumi Parcels Oak 

28.03.22 Chocolate & Banana 
Bread & Butter 

Pudding 

Sycamore 

04.03.22 Stuffed Peppers Ash 

Invite for visitors to Holly & Ivy 
 

In reception we are learning about the different 
roles people have in society. We would welcome 
any parents into school who would like to come 
and visit our reception children and talk about 

their job.  
 

This will simply be a 10 minute chat. 
 

We can assure you that you will be greeted with 
children who are extremely interested in the 

world around them and who will no doubt have 
many questions for you! 

 
Please contact the school office either by email 
at admin2324@welearn365.com or phone on 

01926 426773 and Mrs Jennings will get back to 
you to arrange a date and time. 

 
Many thanks and we look forward to seeing 

some of you! 





 

Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for 

both. You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is 
greater, but not if the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by 
HMRC to be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax 
Credit (unless in respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 
or Year 2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to 

fund valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Relaxation is essential for both mental and 
physical health. Just like the muscles in our 
body, our brain is also like a muscle. When 
we work our muscles hard, they get tired 

and tense and need a rest. Just like if we've 
been for a run and our legs need a break, 
our brain also needs a break after a period 

of thinking hard or if we've been 
experiencing a strong emotion such as 

anxiety or anger.  

Relaxation means different things for 
everyone, and everyone has their own ways 

of relaxing. What works for one person, 
might not work for another.  

It is about discovering the ways that work for 
you.  

Try one, or both, of the below activities 
throughout this week:  

 
1.Keep a relaxation journal - try lots of different 
relaxation activities and rate how calm you felt 
(out of 10) both before and after the activity, to 

discover which ones work best for you.  
 

2. Give Mindfulness a go - have a look on 
Google/ Youtube for 'Mindfulness' activities and 

give them a go!  
 

The idea is to give your mind a break from 
whatever it is that you've been focused on. 

Distracting yourself through a fun or calming, and 
engaging activity, which isn't too mentally or 

physically demanding would be ideal.  

Examples may include - going for a walk, watching 
TV, drawing/ colouring, reading, mindfulness/ 

meditation, listening to a podcast, having a cup of 
tea with a friend or family member, having a bath.  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated 
their Parent Pay account.   

 
Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you 

to miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you 
please activate your Parent Pay account.  

You won’t need to register a payment card 
and no bank details are requested.  This is 
only asked for when you make a payment.  
However, you can pay cash at any store 

showing the PayPoint Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Don't let your child miss out 
on school milk after their 5th 

birthday 
  

When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of 
free milk finishes.  However, if you would like 
to pay for your child to receive milk we have 
made arrangements with Cool Milk to supply 

milk at a subsidised cost. 
 

What you need to do: 
  

Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as 
possible and select "Register your child for 

milk here", then follow the on-screen 
instructions to register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

INSET DAYS 
 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Friday 3rd September 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Monday 28th February 2022 
Thursday 21st July 2022 

Holidays 2021/22 

25.10.21 - 29.10.21 Half Term 

20.12.21 - 01.01.22 Christmas Holiday 

21.02.22 - 25.02.22 Half Term 

11.04.22 - 22.04.22 Easter Holiday 

02.05.22 May Day 

30.05.22 - 03.06.22 Half Term 

21.07.22 Summer Holidays 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / Hawthorn Wednesday 

Pine / Cedar Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Maple / Sycamore Maple - Monday & 
Friday 

Sycamore - Friday 

Juniper Monday & Friday 

Ash / Elm Thursday 

Oak Swimming on 
Tuesday 

Friday Achievements 
 

Friday achievements are 
posted on our website each 

week. 
 

Please go to: 
 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com 

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


What’s on … 

March 2022         

14-18 Week Week Science Week 

14-18 Week Week Year 6 Residential to Arete 

15 Tuesday DAY Year 5 Road Safety 

17 Thursday AM Change Makers Assembly 

21 Monday  Year 5 - Puzzle Problem Solving with Campion School 

22 Tuesday 4.30-5.15pm KS2 SATs meeting for parents 

23 Wednesday DAY Whole School Maths Day 

23 Wednesday  Year 4 - Spaghetti Maths 

28 Monday DAY Environmental Day 

29 Tuesday DAY School Photographer—Individuals 

31 Thursday 9am Closing date for Science Fair entries 

April 2022          

1 Friday DAY Non-Uniform —donations for Easter Tombola 

8 Friday Tbc Easter Tombola 

8 Friday DAY Break up for Easter Holidays 

11-22 2 Weeks 2 Weeks Easter Holidays 

25 Monday DAY Pupils back at school 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

Quorn 
Sausage 

Pattie 
 

(v) Macaroni 
& Cheese 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

Yoghurt 
Fresh Fruit 

Chicken Pie 
 
 

(v) Quorn 
Dippers 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

Homemade 
Shortbread 

Roast Beef 
 

(v) Quorn 
Roast 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

Homemade 
Fruit Crumble 
with Custard 
Ice Cream 

Tub 

Pork 
Meatballs 

 
(v) Vegetable 
Burrito Bake 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

Homemade 
Iced 

Pineapple 
Cake 

Breaded Fish 
Fillet & Chips 

 
(v) Breaded 
Vegetable 

Fingers 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
Jelly with Fruit 
Ice Cream Tub 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

Meat Free 
Monday 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


