
No.  13 09 December 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

The children have had such amazing fun today with their D.I.S.C.O and their 
Christmas class parties. It was just lovely to see children so excited to be 

walking into the hall to be greeted by the music, disco lights and passed their 
very own glitter glow sticks! We overheard many children 
saying, "This is the best day ever!".  It was a joy to see 

them all enjoying themselves so much!  We thank our PTA for purchasing 
the glow sticks, our DJs for supporting this event and to you as parents for 
all the party food donations. I think it is fair to say that Daniel's Disco idea 

went down a storm!! Thank you, Daniel, from all the children! 
 

What a lovely week it has been enjoying Christmas performances in 
school as a school community! After all the Covid disruption, it was such a pleasure to invite 
parents into school again to enjoy Christmas in our primary school the way it is meant to be! 
The Reception children put on a wonderful Christmas celebration show on Tuesday to their 

parents.  Year 3 and 4 also did a great job on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday evening with 
their Christmas production, I'm Gonna Shine!  The children amazed us with their confident 
acting, speaking and beautiful singing. It was a pleasure to see so many parents at these 

performances and we thank you all for your support. We also thank the PTA again for their 
support with providing drinks, cakes and mince pies at these events.  

 
We want to highlight that next week is likely to be cold and frosty. We 
ask that all children are sent to school in a warm coat, with a hat and 
scarf. We also remind everyone to take care on the way in and out of 

school if it is slippery underfoot. We will endeavour to ensure that 
pathways are gritted, but with such a large site, invariably there will be 

some areas where this is not possible.  
 

As you are aware, Mr Johnson has been off work now for a considerable period following a fall 
he experienced.  I know that many parents and children have asked after him and have been 
concerned for his wellbeing. Rest assured, he is on the mend, and I am sure you all join us in 

wishing him a speedy recovery. 
 

Given Mr Johnson's absence, there has been a few days where the Acre Close gate has not 
been opened. Mr Johnson was assigned a key by the council and took responsibility for 

opening the gate as a gesture of goodwill.  The school do not have a key.  In the main, the gate 
is now opened more often in the morning since the new Community Hub opened.  We 

apologise for any inconvenience when the gate is not opened.  
 

        There is an increase in the number of children arriving late for school each morning. This 
       does place pressure on the school office and often means children and missing some of 
           their learning. We ask that all parents ensure that children are punctual for school, as 

this is in the best interests of our children. 
 

Wishing you all a wonderful, festive weekend. 
 

Mrs Ellison, Headteacher 

Newsletter 



Achievements this Week 

Hazel – Liarnna 
Liarnna has been so kind to another child who was 

upset in class.  She shared books with her and 
looked after for the whole day.  Well done Liarnna, 

you were so helpful.  Thank you.  Keep being 
amazing! 

Hawthorn – Jagoda 
Jagoda has been trying hard this week in all her 

work. She is always trying her best and has made 
brilliant progress. Well done Jagoda, keep it up! 

Pine –  Ivy & Jaxson 
 For using and applying their phonics independently 
when they have been writing this week.  Both have 

been sounding out carefully and successfully 
spelling the words they needed for their sentences.  

Well done! 
Cedar – Arda 

For working really hard, especially on her sentence 
structure and handwriting! She always comes in with 
a beautiful smile on her face and is kind to all of her 

friends and teachers. Keep it up Rashmika 
Maple – Rashmika 

For working really hard, especially on her sentence 
structure and handwriting! She always comes in with 
a beautiful smile on her face and is kind to all of her 

friends and teachers. Keep it up Rashmika 

Sycamore – Niall 
Niall has done a wonderful job of learning all his 

lines for the Christmas play! We are looking forward 
to  your super performance! 

Juniper – Ben 
Well done Ben for working extremely hard in maths 

this week. You have challenged yourself every 
lesson and always look for more work to help move 

your learning forward. Keep up the good work 

Chestnut – Roman 
Roman, you are a role model in every possible way. 

You are kind and genuine with your friends. I am 
always impressed by how hard you work in shared 

work and during independent tasks. You are making 
good progress and every success is fully deserved. 

Well done! 
Ash – Florence 

Florence is always listening and responding 
positively to any feedback on how to improve her 

work. She has become a fully-independent learner. 
Excellent work all round, Florence. 

Oak – Mckenzie 
For making excellent progress this year. Both myself 

Mr Hennelly are very impressed with the 
improvement we have seen in his reading and his 

maths work is going from strength to strength! Great 
work Mckenzie! 

Rowan – Phoebe 
Phoebe is such an outstanding role model at 

Whitnash Primary School. She has a brilliant attitude 
towards learning - always persevering until she 
achieves success. Phoebe enjoys helping other 
pupils and staff members and this does not go 

unnoticed! Well done Phoebe 

66 
Adriana 
Kaelan 



Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ROWAN 
MAPLE & JUNIPER - do 
you think you can reach 

your 1 Million words before 
the Christmas holidays? 

Don't forget to do your STAR reading 
tests before we break up too. 

Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Pine 275,352  17,030 

Cedar 169,870  23,746 

Maple 893,845  254,722  

Sycamore 432,952  31,271  

Juniper 804,500  14,344 

Chestnut 499,424 12,200  

Ash 4,465,469  331,781 

Oak 3,798,370 204,239 

Rowan 4,575,635 423,440 

TOTAL 15,915,417 1,312,773 

Hello Everyone 
 

I'm starting to find out that this is a really difficult time for 
lots of people. As you know, one of my jobs is to spend 

time with children (and sometimes adults) when they are 
sad, anxious or dysregulated; and over the last week or 
so, I have been putting my superpowers to maximum 

use. I'm glad I am able to support people in this way, but 
it does remind me that people struggle at this time of 

year for all different reasons, many of which even I don't know about, so we need 
to be kind to each other.  

 
I also want to warn you all about some of the pet chews that you can buy at 
Christmas which, despite looking very fun and tasty, are really dangerous for 

animals like me. Please don't buy your pets raw hide gifts this year! On a similar 
note, please make sure chocolates and mince pies are well locked away, as last 

year my fury cousin ate the mince pie we'd left out on Christmas Eve and had to be 
taken to the vets at 9pm. Not fun and very expensive! 

 
Hope you have a fabulous weekend. I'm going to be pulling baubles off the tree - 

that's fun! 
 

Blue  

                      I don’t remember what I 
                      had for Christmas when 

                   I was 5 or 7 or 10. 
 

However, I do remember the fairy 
lights and leaving a mince pie for 

Father Christmas. 
 

I remember the tin of chocolates 
being passed around and playing 

games. 
 

It’s the memories that make the 
Magic, not the gifts. 

 
Don’t get into debt for Christmas. 

Love is all that’s needed. 
(and a decent roast potato, 

obviously!) 



These children Year 3 children have been 
selected as our Junior Road Safety 

Officers!   
 

Their new role will include giving advice 
about road safety, maintaining a display 

and organising competitions!  
 

Watch this space for more information!  

In Road Safety Week we ran a 
competition in KS2 to design a 'Be Bright, 

Be Seen' Hoodie.  The designs were 
fantastic, and these children were the 

winners in their classes! Some very bright 
designs as you can see! Well done 

everyone  

Poppy Appeal 
 

Thank you everyone who 
bought a poppy.  You 
raised 

£140.77 
for the 
2022 

Poppy Appeal.  



Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Re: Increase in scarlet fever  
 
We are writing to inform you of a recent increase in notifications of scarlet fever to 
the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), above seasonal expected levels. We 
would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the signs, symptoms and the 
actions to be taken if you think that you or your child might have scarlet fever.  

 
Signs and symptoms of scarlet fever  
Scarlet fever is a common childhood infection caused by Streptococcus pyogenes, or group A 
Streptococcus (GAS). It is not usually serious, but should be treated with antibiotics to reduce the risk of 
complications (such as pneumonia) and spread to others. The early symptoms of scarlet fever include 
sore throat, headache, fever, nausea and vomiting. After 12 to 48 hours, the characteristic red, pinhead 
rash develops, typically first appearing on the chest and stomach, then rapidly spreading to other parts 
of the body, and giving the skin a sandpaper-like texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on 
darker skin, although the sandpaper feel should be present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and 
be pale around the mouth. This may be accompanied by a bright red ‘strawberry’ tongue. 
 
If you think you, or your child, might have scarlet fever: 
 Contact your GP or NHS 111 as soon as possible. 
 Make sure that you or your child take the full course of any antibiotics prescribed. Although you or 

your child will feel better soon after starting the course of antibiotics, you must complete the course 
to ensure that you do not carry the bacteria in your throat after you have recovered. 

 Stay at home, away from nursery, school or work for at least 24 hours after starting the antibiotic 
treatment, to avoid spreading the infection. 

 
You can help stop the spread of infection through frequent hand washing and by not sharing eating 
utensils, clothes, bedding and towels. All contaminated tissues  should be disposed of immediately. 
 
Invasive Group A Strep (iGAS) 
The same bacteria which cause scarlet fever can also cause a range of other types of infection such as 
skin infections (impetigo) and sore throat. In very rare cases, the bacteria can get into the bloodstream 
and cause an illness called invasive group A strep (iGAS). Whilst still very uncommon, there has been 
an increase in iGAS cases this year, particularly in children under 10 years old. It is very rare for 
children with scarlet fever to develop iGAS infection. As a parent, you should trust your own judgement.  
 
Contact NHS 111 or your GP if: 
 your child is getting worse 
 your child is feeding or eating much less than normal 
 your child has had a dry nappy for 12 hours or more or shows other signs of dehydration 
 your baby is under 3 months and has a temperature of 38C, or is older than 3 months and has a 

temperature of 39C or higher 
 your baby feels hotter than usual when you touch their back or chest, or feels sweaty 
 your child is very tired or irritable 
Call 999 or go to A&E if: 
 your child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking 

under their ribs 
 there are pauses when your child breathes 
 your child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue 
 your child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake 
 
Stop the spread 
During periods of high incidence of scarlet fever, there may also be an increase in outbreaks in schools, 
nurseries and other childcare settings. Children and adults with suspected scarlet fever should stay off 
nursery / school / work until 24 hours after the start of appropriate antibiotic treatment. Good hygiene 
practice such as hand washing remains the most important step in preventing and controlling spread of 
infection.  
 
Resources  
NHS – Scarlet Fever 
Scarlet fever: symptoms, diagnosis and treatment  
Health protection in education and childcare settings  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/scarlet-fever-symptoms-diagnosis-treatment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z


Ash (Year 5), Oak & Rowan 
(Year 6) 

Carol Service at St 
Margaret’s Church 

Tuesday 13th December 2022 
6.00pm 

Parents/Carers invited to attend 

Christmas Lunch  
Wednesday 14th December 2022 

 
Please note that if you have not pre-
ordered your child’s Christmas lunch, 

you will need to provide a packed 
lunch from home.  There will not be 
an opportunity for your child to order 
a hot lunch or a jacket potato on this 

day. 

SWIMMING 
 

JUNIPER—Tuesdays 
 

Juniper will be 
continuing swimming in January for the first 

half-term.   
Parent Pay will be set up soon for these 

lessons. 

Day Club Year Group Cost Places 
Available 

Dates running   

Tuesday Multi-Skills Year 2 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Music Makers Year 3 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Garden Club Years 3/4 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Wednesday Rock Band Years 5/6 £21.00 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 10 weeks 

Thursday Dodgeball Year 4 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

Thursday KAPLA Club* Years 3-6 £23.10 20 09.01.23-27.03.23 11 weeks 

A letter is being sent home tonight together with a return slip.  Please hand 
these in as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  



 

Answers from last week 
 

Morgan has 7 pets  

 
 

 
Start with the number of days of 

Christmas. 
 Multiply it by 3. 
 Divide that by the number of 

‘Geese a-laying’. 
 Take away a third. 
 Square what is left. 
 
What’s your final answer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers from last week 

 
A red sock – Even chance 
A yellow sock – Unlikely 

A green or red sock – Likely 
A blue sock – impossible 

A sock - Definite 

BUY TICKET HERE 
Click this link 

It is illegal for anyone under 16 years of age to purchase or 
sell raffle tickets. Anyone under 16 years of age who buys a 
ticket for The Big PTA Cash Draw will immediately forfeit the 
right to any prize. Closing date 14th December 2022. A raffle 
is a form of gambling. If you think you may have a problem 
with gambling, contact the National Gambling Helpline 
confidentially on 0808 8020 133. Alternatively, visit the 
Gamble Aware website at www.begambleaware.org or the 
GamCare website at www.gamcare.org.uk  

https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/whitnash-primary-school-cv31?utm_campaign=Big+PTA+Cash+Draw&utm_source=ptaraffle&utm_medium=Leaflet&utm_content=Hyperlink


PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Try one or both of the below activities 
throughout the week:  

 
 Think about something which you are 

interested in. How could you learn more about 
this interest? What activities might this involve 
- maybe it's reading about it, watching Youtube 
videos, just trying it out?! How might learning 
more about this topic be helpful to you?  

 
 Have you thought about what you would like to 

as a job when you finish school? Maybe you 
can learn about what you would need to do to 
get into this job. Or maybe you can learn about 
different job options.  

When we hear the word 
'learning' we 

sometimes only think of 
school work. However 
learning can come in 
many different forms 

and has been proven to support good mental 
health. Having a mind open to 'learning' can 
have great benefits for everyone, no matter 

what age we are. It can help us to: develop new 
skills or interests, increase our skills and 

knowledge in an area, challenge ourselves to 
meet a goal, meet people with similar interests 
and make new friends and explore new places. 
It also helps our wellbeing by: developing our 

self-confidence and self-esteem, focussing our 
mind to help us relax, boosting our mood 
through enjoyment, and by enabling us to 

express ourselves in new ways.  
 

The possibilities of learning are endless... it 
might be learning to cook a recipe, learning to 
build something, learning to paint/ draw, trying 
out a new sport, learning facts about a topic, 

learn about mindfulness, etc.  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and 
kindness of young people and thanks them via 
personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin 

badges. Please spread this message amongst 
your school community, all you need to do is let 
us know by nominating the young person using 
this email address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net 

and we’ll do the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


What’s on … 

December 2022    

12 Monday Tbc Years 5 & 6 Carol Service rehearsal to school 

13 Tuesday 6pm Years 5 & 6 Carol Service at St Margaret’s 
Church 

14 Wednesday Lunch Christmas Dinner 

16 Friday 3.15pm Break up for Christmas 

January 2023 

3 Tuesday DAY INSET day—school closed to pupils 

4 Wednesday 8.55am Pupils back to school 

Please note that these dates are subject to 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Veggie Korma 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Pork Sausage  
 

(v) Veggie 
Chinese Style 

Meatballs  
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate or 
Strawberry 

Mousse 
(v) Homemade 
Fruity Flapjack 

Christmas  
Dinner 

 
 
 
 

If you have not pre-
ordered you child a 
Christmas Dinner, 
you will need to 

provide sandwiches 
from home.  

There will not be a 
choice of jacket 

potato. 

Chicken Fajita 
Wrap 

 
(v) Mac ‘n’ 

Cheese 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Jelly with Fruit 
(v) Homemade 

Carrot and 
Orange Cookie 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 
(v) Breaded 

Veggie Fingers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Cheddar 
Cheese, 

Crackers & Apple 
Slices 

(v) Ice Cream 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 


