
No.  21 17 February 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

It was wonderful to see so many parents attending Parents Evening this week. We hope 
that all parents who attended found this opportunity to talk with their child's teacher face
-to-face helpful. It is always important for parents to see first-hand the progress in their 
children's schoolbooks and to have time to be able to ask questions and learn about 

their children's next steps. We thank parents for their positive feedback about the school. Teachers 
record notes on the system relating to parental feedback and the content of discussions, and this helps 

us to action any changes or steps agreed at the meetings.   
 

We want to thank parents who took time to feedback on the transformation of Whitnash 
Primary more generally. It was great to hear that parents have noticed the positive 

changes in the school and the educational provision over the time their children have 
attended. As you know, our hardworking staff are so committed to the ongoing success 
of this school and its continual improvement for the sake of the children and families we 

serve.  
 

One matter that came out of a parent consultation this week was about the reading books and we 
thought it important to make parents aware. We purchase schoolbooks from the recommended 

reading lists for the primary age range. However, if a child's reading level is significantly above their 
chronological age, occasionally the theme may be too advanced for them.  At times the content of a 

book, whilst meeting a child's reading ability, might not be completely age appropriate. Whilst we 
endeavour to identify these books, I am sure parents understand that we have not read every book on 
the shelf. If a parent has any concern about a reading book given to their child, please let us know so 

that we can reallocate these books in the scheme, remove them or label them appropriately.   
 

We want parents to be aware there is a Rags to Riches clothes collection during the 
first week back after half term. If families have any old clothes and are having a clear 
out during half term, they may wish to donate these clothes to this charity collection. 
These clothes are donated to those in need, whilst raising money for the school. All 

items for donation need to be brought to school by Wednesday 1st March for 
collection on Thursday 2nd March.  
 

Today we bid farewell to Mrs Hackett. Mrs Hackett is off on her maternity leave and 
is eagerly awaiting the birth of her first child. We are sure all parents will join us in 

wishing Mrs Hackett and her husband all the very best for the arrival of their bundle 
of joy. We want to thank Mrs Hackett for all she has done for us at Whitnash. Not 
only is she an excellent teacher but she has led our Inclusion and Special Needs 

provision superbly and made an amazing contribution to the success of our school. 
We wish her a well-deserved rest but want her to know we are already looking forward to her return. 

 
We want to reassure our Year 1 parents and children that we have appointed for 
Mrs Hackett's maternity leave. After half term, Mrs Smith will be joining us. Mrs 

Smith is an experienced Year 1 teacher, who has recently taught this class. We are 
delighted to have her on-board. A more detailed letter will be sent this evening to 

explain this appointment to the relevant parents.  We thank parents for their 
patience and understanding whilst we have been resolving this matter.  

 
Wishing you all a wonderful half term. 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 



Achievements This  Week 

Holly – Joseph 
Joseph has loved learning about animals that live in 
the Amazon rainforest! He was very keen to share 
what he knows about howler monkeys as well as 
using the internet to find out more. Joseph then 

drew a picture of a howler monkey and wrote one of 
the facts he learned. 

Ivy – Brandon-Lee 
For doing a beautiful piece of writing. He was able to 
tell adults what letter sounds he had written, he had 
really concentrated on getting them to sit on the line 

and form them correctly. Brandon Lee has also 
been trying really hard in his phonics lessons this 

hard work is clearly paying off Well Done Brandon-
Lee. 

Hazel – Gasper 
Gasper has been trying so hard with his Maths this 

week. He has been working independently and 
completing extra challenges. Well done Gasper, we 

are so impressed with your determination and 
perseverance. 

Hawthorn – Alex 
Alex has been trying so hard with his writing. He is 

trying hard to keep it neat and use his best 
handwriting in every lesson! Well done Alex, keep it 

up! 

Pine –  Ishita 
Ishita for settling into school so well!  She has been 
working really hard on her reading and writing and 
has written a lovely story about a creature on the 
Titanic. Her handwriting is neat, and she tries her 

very best at everything she does.  Well done! 

Cedar – Alfie 
For his attitude to learning in every subject and in 

particular , his amazing Titanic story this week. He is 
quiet but confident and always tries his best, always 

puts his hand up to take part in discussions and 
share his ideas and listens well to others. Most 

importantly, he is a good friend and always shows 
kindness and care to everyone. He is such a great 

role model. Well done Alfie! 

Maple – Jacob 
A big well done to Jacob who has been trying really 
hard with his work and has become a really keen 

and enthusiastic reader, keep it up Jacob! 
Sycamore – Niall 

Niall is developing a real enthusiasm for reading 
and making great progress.   Well done and keep it 

up Niall! 
Juniper – Cerys 

Well done Cerys, for working extremely hard in our 
new English topic on persuasion. You have really 

grasped the text type and clearly showing your 
creative flair through your writing. Keep up the 

excellent work! 
Chestnut – Ruby-Mai 

For displaying an amazing attitude to writing. Ruby, 
you have taken every element of the modelled 

writing and made it your own. You have produced 
work that is creative and thoughtful. You are 

making brilliant progress. Keep it up! 
Ash – Amelie 

Amelie was already a dedicated student but over 
the last two weeks, she has let nothing get in her 

way of perfection. Not only does Amelie put 
everything in to her work, she also listens to advice 

on how to improve too. A*s all round, Amelie. 
Oak – Jasmine 

Jasmine for her participation in Maths lessons. 
Jasmine has begun to offer answers regularly - 

even when she is unsure if she is correct - and this 
is helping to push her learning forward. Keep it up 

Jasmine! 
Tyler 

For a second time this year for his enthusiasm 
towards Literacy. At the start of the year, Tyler did 
not enjoy writing but has worked incredibly hard on 
his Read Write Inc and is now asking to write! He is 
reading at home and can explain what happened in 

the text the next morning - great effort Tyler! 
Rowan – Harley 

Harley is such a delightful member of the class. He 
has such a passion and love for reading. Each 

week, he is challenging himself to read more books 
and enjoys taking part in book club. Harley's focus 
has improved incredibly since the start of the year! 

Keep up the amazing work Harley. 



Here are this week’s completed challenges 

Maths challenges for you to try at home.  Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

 
Arthur’s measuring jug 

has no numbers on it! He 
knows there are 250ml in 
the jug. Can you work out 
what the numbers on the 

side should be? 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

 = 2   = 11     = 22 
 

 
 

 
How can you cut a square cake 
into 8 slices of equal size with 
only 3 straight cuts? You can’t 

move the slices as you cut. 
 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

The fish that was not caught was 7 squared 
and the child wore the green jumper. 

Alfie 
Mya 

Number Bonds to 10 

10 
Arda * Alfie * Mahan  
JJ * Odette * Grace  

Moises * Maria *Julia  
Advik * Daniel * Seren 

JJ * Grace  
 Maria * Julia  

Daniel * Seren 
Joseph 

20 JJ 
Grace 
Sanit 
Ela 

30 

Grace 
Jackson 

40 

Oz 
Reaghan 

50 
Denis 

Irenonsen 
Corey 

60 Dylan 

70 

Dylan 

80 

Rufus 

90 
Dragos * Alessia 

Vlad * Darcy 
Archimedes 

Kavish * Hing 

Gold 
Silver 

Dragos 



The words do not need to be tricky at all, e.g. if a child 
came as the word Indigo (a much better word than Blue!), they 

could come dressed in clothes all of that colour. Colours would be an 
easy one to do! Just literally wear clothes in that colour and that’s your word! 

 
Here are some other ideas: 

 
Fluorescent / neon – come dressed in brightly coloured clothes!  

Celebration – come dressed in party clothes, wearing balloons and streamers 
Condiment – print out and stick photos of sauce / mustard/salt/pepper on you 

Illuminate – come wearing fairy lights! 
Festive – come wearing Christmas decorations! 

Eco-system (rainforest) or habitat wear brown and green and stick paper leaves 
on yourself 

Blizzard – come dressed all in white 
Military/Camouflage – come dressed in khaki colours or camouflage 

Blustery – come dressed in winter woollies with hat scarf and gloves 
Blossom – come wearing all different bright flower colours and stick real or 

artificial flowers on 
Emotion – plain t-shirt with emoji pictures printed out and stuck on, or stickers 

Anonymous – print out and stick a big question mark on yourself or draw one with 
felt tips on to a t shirt 

Happy/overjoyed / ecstatic – come dressed in brightly coloured happy clothes and a sign on 
saying HAPPY or write happy on in felt tip 

Aquarium – draw fish on a t shirt and wear with leggings 
Creepy – make little spiders out of pipe cleaners or tissue paper and stick them on 

your clothes 
Botanical – stick leaves all over you and wear green clothes 

Aerodynamic – turn a piece of paper into a cone hat, like the top of a rocket and attach 
with elastic to make you look like a rocket 

Creative – come covered in pencils, pens, paper clips, post it notes or other stationery 
Activist – bring a placard/sign made out of paper about a cause you feel passionate 

about! 
Weekend – come wearing your downtime clothes! 

Buoyant / floatation – wear your shorts and t shirts with your armbands or rubber ring 
Perplexed / confused – draw lots of little question marks all over you! 

Produce/groceries/greengrocer – come carrying a box or bag of fruit/ veg 
 

There are lots more ideas and inspiration online if you google ‘vocabulary parade’ and look 
at Google images or pinterest! Thanks for getting involved! 

 
Alongside the day’s activities, the ‘PTA - Friends of 
Whitnash’ will be running a competition.  Children in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are to create a cover for a 
story they have chosen for their favourite soft toy. The 

children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 are invited to write a short 
story for their favourite soft toy! Entries will be judged and 
winning prizes will go to the best efforts from each class.   

Book Day 
Thursday 2nd March 2023 

Come dressed as a word 



PE UPDATE 
 

Please note that your child’s PE may  have 
changed after Half Term.  The allocated dates 
are below.  If you forget, this information is on 

the Newsletter every week. 

Please ensure that children wear the correct 
PE kit, suitable for both indoor and outdoor 

lessons and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/
black tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/

hoodie.  
Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or 

 has the school badge on it.  
Brand logos are permitted but must be small. 

Other colours and football shirts may not to be 

Class Allocated PE day 
Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Thursday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Wednesday & Friday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday & Tuesday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 
(Swimming) 
Wednesday - PE 

Ash Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Monday & Thursday 
 

Head Lice 
 

We have several outbreaks of head 
lice in school.  When this happens in 
your child’s class, a letter will be sent 

home informing parents/carers to 
check your child’s hair. 

 
Please check your child’s hair regularly 

to prevent any spreading. 
 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS LONG HAIR—
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT IT IS 

TIED BACK.   
This also prevents any spreading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please follow this link for further 
information from the NHS 

www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-
conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-lice

-and-nits 
 
 

Forest School 
 

Year 1 will be doing 
Forest School after half-
term.  Please see letter 
sent home recently for 

more information. 

Lost Property 
 

Please make sure that ALL of your child’s clothes has their 
name inside - including outdoor coats.  We have recently 
disposed of quite a substantial amount of unclaimed non-
uniform.   However, all unclaimed uniform is available for 

parents/carers for a small donation. 

Letters Home 
 

Please check your child’s bookbag each 
day for any important letters etc. 

Water Bottles 
 

Please ensure that your child is not 
bringing in squash or fizzy drinks 

into school.    

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-lice-and-nits
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-lice-and-nits
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/skin-hair-and-nails/head-lice-and-nits


 
 

Click on this link to view the above: 
 

padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For being an 

Eco-School Hero 

And turning off the tap in the 

toilet to save water 

For being an 

Eco-School Hero 

and giving up hear lunch 

times to help with litter 

picking around school.   

This Week’s Top Tips 
 

Make sure lights are turned off 
when not in use. 
Try to reuse paper - use a box 
to collect reusable paper. 
Can you pick up 10 pieces of 
litter on you way to school? 
Make sure taps are turned off 
fully after use. 
Use two paper towels max 
when drying hands or use hand 
drier 

A big well done to the Eco council Assembly team JJ, Jasvin, 
Darcie, Millie, Caitlin and Erin who did an assembly to the 

whole school this week to inform everyone of our action plans 
and to launch the half term litter picking competition.   

 
Their presentation can be viewed on our website: 

 
www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/ 

Bird Watching 
 

The whole school has 
taken part in the RSPB big 

school bird watch this 
week for their outdoor 

learning and spotted lots of 
different birds around our 

school site using 
binoculars.  

COMPETITION TIME 
 

Who can pick up the most litter 
over the half term break? 

 
Record how many pieces you pick up and 
give your results to your teacher when you 
return to school.  There will be prizes for 

the children who collect the most pieces of 
litter.  

https://padlet.com/russella216/eco-school-556b89dz72g6o9lx
https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/


Year 2 have been learning about 
different kinds of poems over the 
last few weeks.  We have learned 
about rhyming poems, list poems 

and poems with alliteration. 
 

Some of the children have gone 
home and written their own 

poems all on their own! 
 

Well done, Billy, Rohan and 
Bowie for writing and sharing 

your poems with us - we loved 
them! 

Name of Book: 
The secret life of bees by Moira Butterfield  
 
Age Group:  
Key Stage Two 

  
What is it about? 
It is about bees and the things we don’t know about bees.  
  
What did you like about this book?  
I loved the pictures and the true facts about the bee cloud. Best of all it was fun to read.   
  
Who would you recommend this book to?  
People who like animals and true facts.   
 
By Jasvin – Year Three   

Book Recommendation 

Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ASH 
 

What a great amount!   
 

Well done to ASH, who have achieved 
their 7 Million words this week!! Fabulous! 

Your certificate is on its way. 
CHESTNUT and SYCAMORE - you are 
both close to reaching your Millionaire 

status. 

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Hazel 33,890  4,872  

Hawthorn 4,594  2,162  

Pine 370,573  9,165  

Cedar 312,740  9,179  

Maple 2,277,957  94,139  

Sycamore 793,715  29,812  

Juniper 1,446,778  134,963  

Chestnut 910,860  28,416  

Ash 7,019,176  413,297  

Oak 7,311,195  266,622  

Rowan 6,683,810  142,454  

TOTAL 27,165,288  1,135,081  



Hello everyone, 
 
The weather seems to be getting better and the sun has 
been in the sky this week! With the field drying out and the 
lighter evenings, it means that I am able to go for a run on 
the field at 5pm when everyone has gone home. It's my 
favourite thing ever, as there is so much space and no other dogs to bother me 
but I do need to keep an eye out for litter by the fence, which seems to find its 
way through from the park.  
 
I've been meeting lots of new people looking around the school again this week 
- so many people want to come and join our happy school and they all seem 
very surprised when I come out of my bed to meet them on their tour of the 
school! I get to show them all my certificates and a few tricks as well. Mrs Miller 
seems to do a great job of keeping track of all the comings and goings at our 
school - she also has a supply of treats for adults and dogs, so is a firm 
favourite with me! 
 
I hope you all have had a good weekend. I've heard that the snow drops are 
coming up in the woods, so I'm off to investigate! 
 
 

Blue  



Thursday 2nd March 2023 



Warwickshire County Council are 
pleased to offer a series of 

workshops for parents in your area. 
They are also offering a Sleep Tight 4 

week Programme at Kingsway Children 
and Families Centre for families who are 
experiencing sleep difficulties with their 

child. 
They will take place on Fridays from 
9.15-11.15 at Lillington Children and 

Family Centre and are free of charge.  
The series includes: 

Understanding Your Child 
Understanding Your Teen 

Sleep and 
Routines and boundaries 

To find out more and to book a place 
please follow the QR code.  

Or visit Eventbrite.co.uk and search for 
Warwickshire Children and Families 





INSET DAYS 
 

Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

08.05.23 Bank Holiday  
Coronation King 
Charles III 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

What’s on … 

February 2023  

20-24 Week Week Half-Term 

27 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

March 2023   

1 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools National Offer Day 

2 Thursday Day World Book Day 

2 Thursday AM Rags to Riches Collection 

13-17 Week Week Year 6 Arete Residential Trip 

15 Wednesday Day Secondary Schools Deadline for accepting offers. 

24 Friday AM Year 4 Bikeability 

31  Friday Day Break up for Easter Holidays 

April 2023    

3-14 Two Weeks Two Weeks Easter Holidays 

17 Monday Day Pupils back to school 

17 Monday Day Reception 2023 National Offer Day 

May 2023     

1 Monday Day May Day Holiday 

2 Tuesday Day Reception 2023 Deadline for accepting offers 

8 Monday Day Additional Bank Holiday - Coronation of King 
Charles III 

9-12 Week Week SATs week—Year 6 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

 
 
 
 

 
This is the list of class cooking sessions for 

this term.  Hope you all enjoy them. 

27/02/2023 Apricot 
Buttermilk Cake 

Hazel 

06/03/2023 Garlic & Cheddar 
Scones 

Oak 

13/03/2023 Chocolate 
Biscuits 

Sycamore 

20/03/2023 Cinnamon Buns Juniper 

27/03/2023 Lebanese Salad Maple 



Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 
Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 
 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 
Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 
 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 
valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 
periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Tuna Pasta 
Bake 

 
(v) Veggie 
Toad in the 

Hole 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Flapjack with 
Fruit Wedges 

Beef Burger 
 
 

(v) Veggie 
Burger 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Ice Cream 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Oatcake 

Roast Pork 
 

(v) Quorn 
Roast 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Oaty Apple 

Crumble with 
Custard 

WORLD 
BOOK DAY 

LUNCH 

Breaded Fish 
Fillet & Chips 

 
(v) Roasted 
Vegetable 

Frittata 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 

(v) Dinky 
Doughnuts with 

Chocolate 
Sauce 

(v) Ice Cream 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

Meat Free 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals

