15 October 2021

No. 06

Dear Parents / Carers,
We have unfortunately experienced another turbulent week with COVID causing some
disruption again.
We have had another flurry of positive cases in various pockets across the school. We have
taken action to isolate close contacts and request negative PCR results for the identified close
contacts of positive cases before children are allowed to return to school. This swift action has
contained spread and has meant that the vast majority of children have been able to continue
with their education uninterrupted. As a result of the partnership with parents, case numbers
remain relatively low and controlled in comparison with many other schools locally and
nationally. We thank parents for acting so promptly in seeking PCR tests when requested. The
school is maintaining the tight pod system from Year 2 to 6 to help control the spread, which is
proving effective. We will keep this under review.
We urge all parents to continually use Lateral Flow Tests twice weekly at home to continue to
help us identify asymptomatic COVID. If your child is unwell with a cold or any other symptoms
of illness, we stress again that it is important to keep your children home whilst you seek a PCR
test to rule COVID out. It is also important that children who are generally unwell do not attend,
this is standard advice. This is important to help the continuity of education across the school
and contain any outbreaks and spread. Whilst we continue to see that children are recovering
quickly and/or only displaying mild symptoms when they present with COVID, we know that the
isolation period is disruptive to their education. Therefore, controlling the spread is strongly
advised by Public Health. We also are acting on the local advice from Warwickshire Education
Corona.
We need to make it clear also that the spread of COVID in school has a significant impact on
our staff and our ability to function as a school. This week we have unfortunately been without 3
members of our cleaning/premises team through illness, one of whom has tested positive. We
have also been without 5 of our Teaching Assistants through illness, 2 of whom have tested
positive, we have at times been without an office member due to isolation. The lack of staff has
also impacted on lunch provision, as at times we have been down by 6 members of our usual
staff due to staff having dual roles. This has meant we have had to depend on our amazing
team to cover and patch in in various different capacities. Whilst this is often the case in
schools, you can appreciate that such extensive absences have a significant impact on
everyone as we continue to prioritise and ensure safety, the standards of cleanliness and the
education of our children. This may also mean that at times our communication, ability to
answer the phone, respond to emails etc may not be to our normal standard, we ask for your
patience and understanding. We also want to express clearly that our staff continue to socially
distance from one another, wear masks and do not gather for meetings. Our adult positive
cases have not mixed and are therefore not linked to one another.
You will have had a letter about our annual Halloween competition today. It is
important for us to note that if your family do not recognise Halloween, then we
would be happy to receive entries of a creative model instead of a pumpkin or a
poem on another topic if your child wishes to engage in a different way. We would
of course adapt the prize should your child win.
We wish you all a lovely, safe weekend.
Mrs Donna Ellison, Headteacher
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Achievements this Week
Holly – Ellie
For making some fantastic models in our creative workshop! Ellie has thought of her own ideas,
selected the materials she wanted to use and joined them together using tape and glue. We
loved your owl and tractor you made Elli.
Ivy – Liarnna
For having a really positive week at school. Liarnna has been listening to adults, following
instructions, and engaging well with her learning activities. Well Done Liarnna you should be
really proud of yourself. Keep it up!
Hazel – Lacey
Lacey has had a fantastic attitude to all her work this week and has tried really hard to complete
each task to the best of her ability. Well done Lacey, we are really proud of you.
Hawthorn – Charlotte
Charlotte has worked hard this week with her writing and maths! She has been trying her best to
keep her writing neat and using lots of adjectives to make her writing interesting! Well done
Charlotte, keep up the good work!
Pine – Joel
For consistently settling down to work and trying his very best in everything he does. Joel has a
great attitude to work and school. Keep it up Joel!
Cedar – Raisa
For outstanding effort in her maths particularly this week - Great effort!
Maple – Koroush
Well done to Koroush who is trying really hard with his work and listening well to the teacher.
Always the first to stop and listen. Well done Koroush!
Sycamore – Sophie
Sophie has a mature and positive attitude towards her learning. Well done Sophie.
Juniper – Kai
Well done Kai for always being a kind and caring member of the classroom. No matter what
challenges Kai is faced with, he always shows a positive attitude. Well done Kai.
Ash – Archie
For displaying such a positive attitude to learning. Archie, you enhance our classroom with your
amazing knowledge and show a genuine desire to do the right thing. Well done.
Elm – Freddie
For managing his distractions. He has started each day by settling quickly down to his work and
completing all tasks to the best of his ability. Keep it up, Freddie!
Oak – Charlie
Well done on consistently working really hard this week and doing beyond what was expected!

Class
Pine
Cedar
Maple
Sycamore
Juniper
Ash
Elm
Oak
TOTAL

TOTAL
40,443
38,127
35,777
71,185
10,998
767,685
1,234,220
3,139,062
37,417,421

Words read
20,208
27,952
33,619
55,161
5,493
377,647
689,438
1,715,470
1,814,294

So, word count winners this week are …

OAK
What a total !!

Sp ktacular
Competition
Carve a pumpkin
Children and parents are invited to carve a
pumpkin and bring it in to school for our
Annual Pumpkin Carving Competition.

Well done to ELM for achieving their 1
million words - a super start to the term!
Well done to OAK for achieving their 3
million words.
This is a new record for the school!
And, well done to Joel in year 6 for
achieving his 1 Million words already!
A great achievement so early in the term,
well done!
Fantastic totals these last two weeks.
Keep reading! Mrs Norris

A winner from each class will receive a
certificate and Halloween Hamper.
Write & Illustrate a poem
Entries to be submitted in a poem tray
outside their classroom. Three winners will
receive a signed copy of Mr Hennelly's
amazing Halloween book
and a Halloween hamper

Bring your pumpkins and poems in on
Wednesday 20th or Thursday 21st
October 2021

Class
Holly / Ivy
Hazel / Hawthorn
Pine / Cedar

Allocated PE day
Thursday
Wednesday
Pine - Tuesday
Cedar - Wednesday

Maple / Sycamore

Maple - Monday
Sycamore - Friday

Juniper
Ash / Elm

Monday & Friday
Ash - Monday
Elm - Thursday

Oak

Friday

We are collecting Grow
Tokens from Morrisons.
How you can help:
1. Download the
MyMorrisons app.
2. Sign in or register and select
Whitnash Primary School.
3. Scan the app at checkout or use
online when shopping.
4. For every £10 spent you will
receive a Grow Token to donate
to our school.

We can then exchange the
tokens for gardening equipment
after the collection period.

Thank you to everyone who has activated their
Parent Pay account.
Parent Pay is not only a system for paying
in money, it is also our main source for
communication with parents and carers and
we would not want you to miss important
information
If you have not already done so can you please
activate your Parent Pay account. You won’t
need to register a payment card and no bank
details are requested. This is only asked for
when you make a payment. However, you can
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint
Logo.
For your nearest PayPoint store go to:
https://consumer.paypoint.com/
Parent Pay activation details have been sent
out to those who have not done this yet.
New Reception
Now your child has started school they have
been added to the system and you will have
received activation details. We ask that you
activate your account as soon as possible.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Don't let your child miss out on
school milk after their 5th
birthday
When your child turns 5, your child’s supply of
free milk finishes. However, if you would like to
pay for your child to receive milk we have made
arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at a
subsidised cost.
What you need to do:
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as
possible and select "Register your
child for milk here", then follow the onscreen instructions to register and
pay.
If your child is registered for Free School Meals
(i.e. NOT the Universal Free School Meals) the
school can continue to supply your child with free
milk. Please let the office know if you wish this to
continue.
Should you have any queries regarding your
child's registration or milk supply in general,
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk directly
at customerservices@coolmilk.com.

Holidays 2021/22

25.10.21 - 29.10.21

Half Term

20.12.21 - 01.01.22

Christmas Holiday

21.02.22 - 25.02.22

Half Term

11.04.22 - 22.04.22

Easter Holiday

02.05.22

May Day

30.05.22 - 03.06.22

Half Term

21.07.22

Summer Holidays
INSET DAYS

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Friday 3rd September 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 28th February 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022

Monster Tea Party

Wednesday 20th October 2021
This is what is the classes will be cooking for the
remainder of the year. I hope you have all being
enjoying your children’s cooking so far!

18/10/21
01/11/21
08/11/21

Spring Rolls
Sticky Toffee
Pudding
Cheesy Bonfire
Bead

Elm
Oak
Hazel

15/11/21

Choc Pear Pudding Sycamore

22/11/21
29/11/21
06/12/21

Pizza
Peach Cobbler
Moroccan Salad

13/12/21

Hawthorn
Hazel
Juniper
Reward
Christmas Pudding
TBA

Holly & Ivy are having a monster
tea party.
Children can come to school
wearing their favourite colour to
celebrate the Colour Monsters'
colours.
This can be a t-shirt or
even just a hat or hair clip.
We are going to play some
games, do a monster science
experiment and decorate a
monster biscuit. We shall also be
having some monster crisps, all
prepared in a covid safe way of
course with lots of cleaning and
hand washing.

There are lots of activities to choose from here.
Click on this link to see what fun you all can be
having this October Half-Term.
heritage.warwickshire.gov.uk/whats/holiday-family-activities

What’s on …

Please note that these dates are subject to change

October 2021
11-22

Fortnight

Fortnight

Equality/Black History Fortnight

20

DAY

Wednesday

Holly & Ivy Monster Party

22

Friday

Day

Pumpkin/Poem Judging

25-29

Week

Week

Half Term

November 2021
2

Tuesday

DAY

Health Assessments Rec and Year 6

3

Wednesday

3.30pm-5.30pm

Parents’ Evening

4

Thursday

3.30pm-6.00pm

Parents’ Evening

11

Thursday

Day

Remembrance Day

12

Friday

Day

Children In Need

15-19

Week

Week

Anti-Bullying Week

22-26

Week

Week

Road Safety Week

23

Tuesday

Tba

KS2 SATS Parents Evening

24

Wednesday

9.15-9.45/9.45-10.15

Holly and Ivy Road Safety Sessions





Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day.
Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches.
Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil.

To find out if you are eligible go to:
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
For menu information go to: www.educaterers.co.uk

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

(v) Cheese Soft Bap

Roast Chicken
Wrap

Ham Soft Bap

Tuna Mayo
Sandwich

Quorn Nuggets

Hot Dog
(v) Veggie Hot
Dog

Beef burger in a Bap
(v) Veggie Fingers
in a Bap

(v) Pizza &
Wedges

Breaded Fish Fillet &
Chips

(v) Jacket Potato

(v) Jacket Potato with

Chocolate
Shortbread
Fresh Fruit
Milkshake

Dinky Doughnuts
Juice Carton

Chicken Fillet Wrap

(v) Jacket Potato with
Cheese

Flapjack
Fresh Fruit
Juice Carton

(for vegetarians only)

(v) Jacket Potato
with Cheese

Homemade
Sponge
Fresh Fruit
Milkshake

(for vegetarians only)

(v) Jacket Potato with
Cheese

Ice Cream Tub
Juice Carton

with Cheese

Cheese

Please note that the colour of meal is the colour that is ordered with the kitchen.
Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v)

